
My work, Think Pink (booth wank at the NPG), was included in Women in Revolt! Art and 
Activism in the UK 1970–1990 at Tate Britain, London, 8 Nov 23 - 7 April 24 when it 
transfers to National Galleries Scotland: Modern, Edinburgh, 25 May 24 - 26 January 25 
and then to the Whitworth Art Gallery, Manchester, 7 March - 1 June 25.

The exhibition explored issues and events such as: the British Women’s Liberation 
movement, the fight for legal changes impacting women, maternal and domestic 
experiences, Rock Against Racism and Punk, Greenham Common and the peace 
movement, the visibility of Black and South Asian Women Artists, Section 28 and the 
AIDs pandemic.                                                                                                                      
I was name-checked in reviews in both The Guardian and The Art Newspaper.              
‘We watch artist Liz Rideal’s face in a photo-booth as she records the moment of orgasm. 
This self-portrait, she said, “is about having control over my auto-portrait while in a state 
of lack of control”’. https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2023/nov/07/women-in-
revolt-review-orgasms-punk-protests-and-one-long-scream                                                                                                            
https://www.theartnewspaper.com/2023/11/22/tate-britain-invites-you-to-eat-the-patriarchyliterally


The idea of the auto-erotic-auto-portrait seemed to me to be the ultimate in self-
portraiture. To set up a conflict between the concept of the controlled self-image and 
disrupt this by recording the physical release of orgasm. These portraits capture my facial 
expressions in varying states of response to stimulation during the repeated five-second 
exposures of the photo-booth flash. I wanted to capture the moment of “la petite mort” 
and see this for myself. 


This self-portrait is about having control over my auto-portrait whilst in a state of lack of 
control. Allowing the disruption of orgasmic physical release to be recorded.

Auto-erotic-auto-portrait.


https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feileencooper.us2.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D17e8e542d1f19f2b33920d67d%26id%3D81c3f373e0%26e%3D386c13ede5&data=05%7C02%7Cl.rideal%40ucl.ac.uk%7C318a035a957347dffe4508dc102e6017%7C1faf88fea9984c5b93c9210a11d9a5c2%7C0%7C0%7C638403038563081259%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7BHBqGOPqw9wn%2Bub39FuD0BjpWUzjgScSPPE3eNP8OQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feileencooper.us2.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D17e8e542d1f19f2b33920d67d%26id%3D81c3f373e0%26e%3D386c13ede5&data=05%7C02%7Cl.rideal%40ucl.ac.uk%7C318a035a957347dffe4508dc102e6017%7C1faf88fea9984c5b93c9210a11d9a5c2%7C0%7C0%7C638403038563081259%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7BHBqGOPqw9wn%2Bub39FuD0BjpWUzjgScSPPE3eNP8OQ%3D&reserved=0
https://www.tate.org.uk/art/artworks/shelton-west-runton-pavilion-rock-against-racism-militant-entertainment-tour-1979-p21036
https://www.tate.org.uk/art/artworks/general-idea-aids-wallpaper-installation-p81260
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