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ke n artspace

Ken noun: one's range of knowledge or understanding
Kennington location:  SE11 5DW
Taster

Four artists, friends and neighbours

Maria Chevska Paul Ashurst Stephen Nelson  Liz Rideal

2nd - 25th July

Having opened the gallery in March only to see it close during lockdown
was like seeing the air slowly let out of a balloon. The work stayed up
and a new audience of neighbourhood explorers waved through the
window and smiled, some even bought work online. Now after three

months of mothballed expectation, Ken artspace is delighted to

announce a ‘soft’ reopening with an exhibition of work by four artists who
all live locally, and we have known for over thirty years. Taster is an

opportunity to see a sample of work by artists we hope to show more



fully in the future. In this time of suspended animation, we have all
become attuned to the shifting horizon of temporality, time present and

time past, a presence in the work of all the artists in the exhibition.

The paintings of Paul Ashurst are vibrant expressions drawn from

passing encounters with the urban scrawl and colourful patina of the
streets around his home during lockdown. The work is semi abstract and
semi figurative . Gesture, mark, colour, action are overlaid in a shifting
calligraphic expression of momentary impressions witnessed through the
lens of the creator. As with all art, it is highly autobiographical. But also,

as with all art, open to widely different interpretations,

Paul Ashurst: Untitled Lockdown paintings



Maria Chevska has been making these drawings with limited means

available in her home studio. Drawn with pens on paper, some with
colour inks, or oil crayons, they focus on the very ordinary (specifically
hair) within iconic representations. All the drawings (and paintings)
adhere to one another — their marks and forms haunting each other, they

repeat, representing ‘nearly-things’.

Suggesting a lack of gravity, power, the super-human (Rilke), hovering,

intimacy, falling and waking.

Maria Chevska: Studio works



For Stephen Nelson the notation of the experienced is also a strong

presence, the notion of recorded activity, of an archive of gestures made,
observations noted, and found objects culled on his travels pervades his
work. A strong sense of materiality and a disquieting sense of familiarity

and latent humour are always present in his sculptures and drawings.

Stephen Nelson: Spooning



Ephemerality and the beauty of the moment captured is ever present in
the work of Liz Rideal. A waft of colour translates emotion, action
enlivens and pleasures the eye. Abstract images of falling draperies,
oceanic currents, and museum portraits obscured by a gestural veil of

silk have been an abiding theme in her photographs and drawings.

Liz Rideal: Princess Fantome. Inkjet print on silk georgette



The exhibition is open Thursday, Friday and Saturday, 11.00 — 17.00

July 2nd — 25th and by appointment

During the current safety measures, entry is limited to two people at

a time

The artists will be present in the exhibition at the following times:

Saturday 4th July ~ 12.00 - 14.00
Friday 10th July 12.00 - 14.00
Saturday 18th July ~ 12.00 - 14.00
Friday 24th July 12.00 - 14.00

Stephen Nelson
Paul Ashurst
Liz Rideal
Maria Chevska

Ken is a small new art space in the heart of Kennington run by artists

Rob Kesseler and Agalis Manessi dedicated to occasional exhibitions

and

pop-up events.



